KRU/DP/002/20

Job Description
Job title

Personal Assistants x 2
Hours
4 hours per week during school holidays, 2-1 support to work alongside another PA.  To be discussed at interview. 
Rates of pay
£9.50
Location

Lemington
Purpose of Job
We are looking for Personal Assistants to support our 8-year-old son Kai.  Kai is a lovely little boy who has a brilliant sense of humour.  He loves Xbox and technology and being out and about exploring new places.  He loves the beach and swimming and walking in the woods. He loves animals and nature and theme parks, there is never a dull moment with Kai!
Kai is constantly on the go and needs a PA who has the same energy and enthusiasm for life that he does.  His complex profile means he requires 2 adults to accompany him when out and about in the community and sometimes while traveling in a car.  He can receive 1-1 support while at home or in familiar venues. 

We are looking for a PA to work 8 hours spread out over the month. Most sessions with Kai will be 4 hours long but we can be flexible. You will be working alongside another PA who is already working with Kai to provide his social support when out in the community. 
You will be expected to work alongside us as Kai’s parents and his current Personal Assistant to begin with progressing to taking Kai out into the community you understand his needs and communication better.

Currently Kai is struggling a lot with his anxiety and this can result in challenging behaviors.  We will give you full support in learning and recognising the triggers for his anxiety, how to spot the initial signs and managing his anxiety to prevent unwanted behaviors. 

We also have other children so there is a possibility you may be left alone with them if you are supporting Kai and they are in the room with us.  The job will also involve accompanying us on family outings, so that we can spend time as a family with all our children together. 

We are flexible with times and dates however as this is 2-1 support you will need to liase with our current PA and us to see when you are both available to work. 
Main Duties
Duties will mainly include supporting Kai and keeping him safe. 

Duties may also include

· Basic meal preparation (Kai is dairy free)

· Basic household duties (clearing up after Kai)

· Looking after siblings if needed 

· Preparing for activities and outings

· Supporting with his education and learning

· Help with toileting and care routines

· Assistance on family day trips and outings. 

As Kai’s PA you will be expected to support him with positive behavior strategies.  These can be taught to you by us.  Kai’s behaviors are anxiety driven and we have found low arousal strategies to work best to manage these.

We are happy to meet with you and introduce you to Kai before you apply for the job.  It is in everybody’s interest especially Kai’s that he has a team that feel they are able to support him, have shared interests and have fun.

You will be expected to undergo a DBS check.  It’s also preferable if you drive.  If you drive your own car you will get a fuel mileage allowance, or if preferred we can add you to the insurance for Kai’s car. 

As Kai’s and the family’s needs will vary it is important that our Personal Assistants are flexible about what the work involves and agrees to undertake any reasonable Personal Assistance tasks we request e.g. accompanying the family on outings. 
Training

There are no formal qualifications needed to do this job.  You will learn how to deal with challenging behaviours and the methods we use by us.  Any experience of working with children or adults with autism/challenging behaviours would be advantageous. 
Person Specification

To be our son’s Personal Assistant you should:
· Have some experience of working with disabled children or adults.  Particularly adults with Autism and challenging behavior
· Be willing to learn about our son and his disabilities in order to provide the best care and support
· Have a positive attitude towards disability

· Be willing to work under our direction

· Be able to work flexibly to meet our son’s needs

· Be a non smoker

· Not consume alcohol when working with Kai
· Have good general health

· Be a driver and have a clean driving license (preferred) 

· Be reliable and trustworthy

· Be a good timekeeper
· Be able to work at short notice

· Be able to work in different settings
· Be comfortable working with another PA to provide 2-1 support
· Not discuss our household and domestic circumstances with others, other than with my specific permission

· Keep information gained in the course of your employment     confidential 

· Be able to respond appropriately in an emergency

· Be able to accept responsibility and work on your own initiative

· Respect our son’s privacy and that of our family and friends

· Be patient when doing repeated tasks

· Have at least basic reading, writing and number skills 

You do not need any formal qualifications, but you must be willing to learn how to do the job under my direction.
