MSH/NCL
Job title: Personal assistant (PA)
Location: Newcastle upon Tyne (NE4)
Hours of work:
21 hours per week for 6 weeks during school summer holidays.
Rate of pay:
£14.00 per hour.

Job purpose:
To assist with a variety of tasks which will enable the child who needs care and support to live their personal and social life according to their wishes and interests.

About the child requiring support:
A Personal Assistant is required to support our son, Maaz, who is 8 years old. Maaz is a happy and loving little boy, who likes to do things on his terms.
Maaz has Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, Global Developmental Delay and an Autistic Spectrum Disorder. He requires constant supervision and support in all daily living activities. Maaz uses a wheelchair full time.
At home, Maaz enjoys using technology like playing on the iPad and watching TV. Maaz enjoys watching Mr Tumble, Peppa Pig and Sesame Street.
We would like a Personal Assistant to take Maaz out into the community to places he will enjoy such as, soft plays, farms, parks and the aquarium. Maaz enjoys things that are bright and colourful, but does struggle in busy, crowded environments.
A Personal Assistant will be required to use their own vehicle to take Maaz out and about.
Main duties
Social duties:
· Take Maaz to agreed activities/places.
· Be willing to suggest places to visit but these must be approved by Mum or Dad before going.
· Leave and return home at agreed times and if necessary, immediately inform Mum or Dad, if returning home late.
· Be vigilant at all times as Maaz has no danger awareness.
· Ensure the environment is safe for Maaz to explore, particularly if outdoors.
· Always be contactable by Mum or Dad when out and about with Maaz.
· Ensure Maaz’s safety when travelling by car, including securing him into his booster seat.
· Follow Mum and Dad’s direction for behaviour management and setting of boundaries.

Personal care:
· Proactively check Maaz’s nappy and change as and when necessary, ensuring hygiene is maintained.
· Support undressing and redressing before and after nappy change.
· Prompting handwashing and ensuring good hygiene.
· Offer food and drinks to Maaz at regular intervals, ensuring a Halal diet is followed.

These duties may vary from day-to-day and other tasks may be required.
Type of person that they are looking for
· Values: I am looking for someone who is patient, loving and caring to support Maaz.
· Specific requirements: I am looking for someone who has experience of working with children with disabilities, particularly Autism, and who can manage his support needs with confidence.
· Other: A driver with their own vehicle, clean licence and appropriate insurance are essential for this role.
 
Skills, qualifications and experience
Essential: 
· A car driver with own vehicle, clean licence, and appropriate insurance. 
· Patient.
· Loving and caring towards children.
· Energetic.
· Good time keeping.
· Reliable.
· Honest.
· Understanding.
· Experience working with children with disabilities.
· Excellent communication skills.
· Have a positive attitude to inclusion and to children and adults who have disabilities.
· Be willing to work under direction and instruction.
· Be comfortable asking questions if you are not sure.
· Be friendly and happy. 
· Good at building relationships

 
Preferred: 
· Experience of working with young people with Autism.

Where it is required, such as Health and Safety matters, practical training and guidance will be arranged, and the Personal Assistant will be expected to attend.


Paperwork provided by Disability North Direct Payment Support Service.
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