
Job Title – Personal Assistant
Hours – 4 hours per week – weekend work
Rate of pay - £14.00 per hour
Location – Hazlering, NE13
Hello, I am the Mam of an amazing little boy called Toby, and I am looking for a kind, patient and playful Personal Assistant to help support him when we are out and about and occasionally at home.
Toby is 5 years old and a very happy little boy who experiences the world in his own unique way. He is non-verbal but communicates through laughter, excited screeches and big smiles. Toby has an extreme learning disability and requires a high level of support throughout the day.
Toby is full of personality and brings so much joy to the people around him. He enjoys engaging with the world through the things that make him happy and feels most comfortable with people who are calm, caring and understanding of his needs.
Toby loves anything with wheels or that spins. He enjoys sensory activities such as lights, bubbles and his spinning chair, and he finds these really calming and engaging. At school he enjoys time on the trampoline, and at home he loves to be outdoors swinging, bouncing and exploring the fresh air. Toby also enjoys sitting with books and being read to.
Toby can walk around the house with support, but when we go out he currently uses a buggy, and he will soon be receiving a wheelchair. Toby has no awareness of danger, so close supervision is always essential. He likes to feel safe and secure, and responds best to calm, gentle reassurance.
Mealtimes, are something Toby enjoys. He uses a supported chair for eating and drinking and will need assistance with feeding and drinks.
Toby is incontinent, so part of the role will include supporting with personal care, including changing pads and ensuring he is clean and comfortable.
Toby does not sleep very well, which can sometimes make days a little tiring for him, so someone who understands the importance of patience, routine and a calm environment would be ideal.
We are looking for someone who is:
· Kind, caring and patient
· Comfortable supporting a child with complex needs
· Playful and happy to engage in sensory play
· Reliable and attentive to safety at all times
· Respectful of Toby’s routines and home environment
Experience with children with additional needs would be helpful, but the most important thing is someone with the right attitude, warmth and willingness to learn.
This role is about helping Toby enjoy his world safely, supporting his daily needs, and sharing in the little things that make him happy.
Essential Criteria
· Kind, patient and caring nature
· Reliable and trustworthy
· Ability to follow instructions and respect Toby’s routines
· Comfortable supporting a child with complex needs
· Willingness to assist with personal care, including changing pads and maintaining hygiene
· Able to provide constant supervision, as Toby has no awareness of danger
· Physically able to support with mobility, lifting and assisting with equipment (e.g. buggy/wheelchair, supported chair)
· Willing to engage Toby in sensory play and activities he enjoys (lights, bubbles, spinning toys, books, outdoor play)
· Good communication skills and ability to work closely with Toby’s family
· Right to work in the UK
· Willing to undergo a DBS check
Desirable Criteria
· Experience working with children with additional or complex needs
· Experience supporting non-verbal children
· Knowledge or experience of autism, sensory needs or profound learning disabilities
· Experience with personal care and continence support
· Experience using specialist equipment (e.g. wheelchairs, supportive seating)
· Basic first aid training
· A full UK driving licence and own vehicle (helpful for outings)
If you feel you could be the right person to support Toby, we would love to hear from you. 
